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cum;REGIONAL.
KtSKIARKS OF !»1 GVVlN,

OF CALIFORNIA,
i)n the construction ot h railroad to unite the Atlantic
aud Pacific tioutiera; delivered in the Senate, Janu¬
ary IX
Mr. GWIN. Mr President, at the begilining of the

present session 1 gave notice that I would introduce the
bill now under tonsillar rut ton for the construction of a

railroad to unite the Atlantic and Pacific frontiers of the
republic, ai.d which, ith na blanches, shall leach (run
the great luland ot the North and the. totty ninth
parallel to the G,1If ol Mexico, and the tiveuiy-fouith
degree of north latitude.
For advance# in civilization the age in which we live

is wittiout a parallel in the history of the world, and ytt
it continues to he eminently progressive The human
mind, not content with its astonishing triumph* in ever)
department of natural science, und in the utilitarian ait",
is still exerting it4 cemelesa and wonder-working ener¬

gies further to unfold ttie secrets ot Nature, to seize und
apply every newly-discovered principle in her kingilom
that may aid in a-seitmg the triumph of mind over mai¬
ler Public opinion, enlightened by the extraordmar>
dtscoveiies of the 1am quarter of a century, is abandon¬
ing enterprises which a previous age hail regarded a«
works ot advanced civilization
The old post-horse ami post .chaise system of travel

and mail communication is abandoned. The country
track has yielded to the turnpike and tram road, whilst
these in turn are everywhere giving way to the railroad
system, which, notwi'h.-tanding the progress it has al¬
ready made, is yet destined to produce results to the well
being of society, moral, mental, and political.to effect a

revolution in our great agricultural and manufacturing
interests, iu our trade, domestic and foreign, that it is im¬
possible ioi imagination to estimate or piediet.
The enlightened nations of Kurope, as well as Ameri¬

ca, are pressing forward in this march of improvement.
The spirit of the a*e demands the utmost of human en

ergles in this great work Before this iron revolution of
science natural obstacles ire vanishing:; rocks are exca¬

vated, mountains cut in two, or pierced at their bases,
valleys are levelled u;», rivers spanned, and mind acting
upon mind is now striving to effect new discoveries to
hasten the speed ol the steam-engine, and obtain still
greater triumphs in the rapidity ot transit and facilities
of intercommunication
The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland is

pierced and intersected in numerous directions by the
most improved railwajs, and the iron horse, glowing un¬
der his fierv impulse, is there speeding his way by day
and by night at the r.ite ot twelve hundred miles in twen¬

ty-four hours. The governments of Belgium, France,
Prussia, Austria, Russia, and Italy, are alive to the im¬
portance of securing to their people the benefits of raii-

i.l transit and intercom.nunication, and are steadily-
pushing forward the great work of road reformation
whilst Spain, and even the Sublime Poite, have became
aroused to the im|>ortance of the subject.
And what have our own citizens done in this respect

by means of individual enterprise and State assistance .'
We have in the north the Albany, Buffalo, and Boston
routes, the New Vork and Krie, the Michigan Central
and Southern then in the middle States we have the
Pennsylvania Central, the Baltimore and Ohio, the Cin¬
cinnati and St. Lou s in the southern States the Vir¬
ginia and Tennessee, the Cincinnati and Tennessee, the
Alabama and Tennessee, the Gulf and Western Atlaniic,
the Central Georgia and Macon, with various branches
direct and lateral, running to and trom the Atlantic, the
great lakes, and towards the gulf coast and the Mis¬
sissippi river, besides the great Mob.le anil Ojio, and
the Illinois Centra! railroad, the last two forming one

chain running from the Gulf of Mexico on the south, to
Lake Michigan on the north, and the others taltinR the
direction generally from east to west.
These routes actual and in progress will form a mag

nificent network of railways, stretching from Augusta,
ihe capital ol Maine, th« extreme northeastern State ol
this Union, through New Hampshire, Vermont, Massa¬
chusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New Vork. iNew
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia,
North and South Carol na, Georgia, into Florida, thiongh
Alabama, into Mississippi to Louisiana, thiough Ohio,
Michigan, Wisconsin. Indiana, Illinois. Kentucky, and
Tennessee, and generally having their trrmini oil or near

the Mississippi river.
The enent of railroads now actually made may be set

down at upwards of twelve thousand miles, almost equal
to the extent of those iri the whole Knropean World,
whilst the routes now in progress are about twelve thou¬
sand nine hundred miles, making a length already fin¬
ished equal to about half the circumference of the glotir,
and with those umler way equal to its whole circum¬
ference.
The surface of the American Union, thus improved by

railways, is situated between the Atlaniic ocean and the
Mississippi liver, or the meridians of nine degrees east
and nineteen degrees weal longitude from Washington,
extending from the l wenty -fittri to the foT'y-ni:ith de¬
gree of north latitude, embracing twenty -eight degree* of
longitude and twenty five degrees of latitude
Tnese giant enterprise, the most astonishing on rec¬

ord, have been undertaken and are carried on upon an

invested capital, according to ihe census returns, of
Sfl^^TO.uOO, and without a dollar from the nn'ional
treasury, yet with some liberality on the pait ot Con¬
gress in donations of land The sphere of these opera¬
tions embrares an area of 9)f>,0'>2 square miles, or 8S5,-
633,280 acres, with an Atlantic coast ot 1,900 miles, and
a Gull Coast of some COO miles, ftoin the southern rape
ot Florida to Ihe moullis ol llie Mississippi.

This ia what the energy of the American people has
done, developing the remarkable fact that in thi* gieat
interwoven chain of iron tail a a\s >.h>*y liav,-, a* it weie,
been moved by one wind and one pur|0«e of strctching
these mutes over mountains, valleys, and rivers, from
Ihe Atlantic on the tas . the lakes on the north, to the
Great West; and this they have accomplished with a

perseverance against apparently the most insurmountable
obstacles, and with an outlay of capital without a pat-
frllel
Now, 1ft uft (urn to another side of the picture, and up

whu remains to he done to carry out thr gnat d«*iicrtof
the American people in this system ol improvement. We
find that the aiirlare yet to be improved by railroad-. is

situated between the .Mississippi river aiid the Paritic
ocean, or the meridian ot nineteen degrees ami for'y-
»«ren degree* of west longitude I torn Washington, ev-

tending from the twenty-ai vtli itegree to the torty-mntli
degree ol uonh latitude, embracing the States of Mis-
enun, Arkansas, Louisiana, Iowa, Texas, California,
and the Territories ot MisnNoU, Utah, New Mexico,
Oregon, Nebraska, the old northwestern and India.i Jer-
ritores, covering 11 surlnce of 2.'.tl3,5OT wjuare miltg,
or lt4W($4l>290 acres, with a seaboard on the Pacific ol
J/i'.'O miles, and a gulf cojM on U;e pouth of about 000
uiiU-s from the mouiha ot the M'eaieeippt we»twa,'d, in¬
cluding the southern coast ot Louisiana ami Tejfas. <)ver
tbn portion of our ocean-bound empire, havmf a roa*t
ocean, and gulf ol 3,330 mi lee, and being I wo thirds of
the whole territorial extent o/ the American union, nml
within which are eleven-twelfths of the public domain,
lha government of the Unite* Mate* lias done cotppsra-
tiveiy nothing, whiUt our citix^ns. out of their own re
oourtas, have are<«!n|>li«lwd so pinch in that region ot
our country ea»t ot the Mi««t-sippi. aiul. as I have a'-
ready shown, at a cost approaching ?> .O0,000,<juu.

I now bruifl before Uie i-ienata a proj»rt t>> which it is
projwaed that the government slisll do its part in i'.h great
work ol iMiahtiidtuig a p«ri»i4hi ut a;n| fnduring routeofl
land communication between our ocean frontier*. The
plan proposed rnjuires that the main trunk of a gieat
Paretic railway system ?hall commenceat SHn Krancisro,
in t'alilotma, %>hI passing around the aouiljern arm ot
the t>ay of Sen Fram i«oo, through Santa Claia, K«n J
and m a northeast direction ncroee the coast range ot
mountains, through Mtm to a point nearly south of
the source of Hi." Stanislaus rtvur, lltpnce it)o|)K the
"loot hills"ol the Sierra Nevuda rmijre and cast of the
San Jonqnin river and Like Til Iares, to a |>oiiit design*
led on the m«pa< "Walker'* Pa**," tbeace eaft'-Waidly
on, and near me parallel ol DO deg. of north latitude, to

/unl, in longitude T? deg west, ricf the Sierra Ma Ire
uionrrtain* ky well known pnnea through whirh there
are wagon roads now in u«e, to Albu<jiMI()4e> a 'own on

the east fork yl the lit" Grande, and continuing e i it on

sanl parallel to a |ioint about thirty-five miles south ol
Santa Ke. in the meridian of '2'i di< of west longitu 'e

from VV'a*hj|igton : thence southeasterly to the source of
lietf river, anil Btong the left or north Hank of sanl nver

to Fulton, neat the «mithws»i corner >¦! the State of Ar¬
kansas From this gieat tiunk railway a St Louis
branch will beginnt a point nearly daesouin ol Santa J'e,
and taking a nottlieastrrly direction will i-.il in with the
oad froin Santa l-'e to Independence, Missouri, at or near
^an Miguel, (a town on the Rio Pecos,) an>( k-epmg witti
Raid road aw near aa practicable to the town of Independ¬
ence, Missouri. thence by the located road* in that State
to St Loin*. thus r mnecting at ttiat point witli the great
eastern thoroughfares ol the northern and middle Slate*
already made or in process of conftimciion

I'rom this mam or St Louis branrh at or near the point
er» it internets the Arkan«n« river, a Onbuqne branch

is proposed to Council Illuffs or Kauesvill* on ths Mis¬
souri riT*r in Iowa, mid thence across tlie middle of lhhi
State, in » northeasterly direction, lo Dubuque on the
Mississippi river, ni|gMiii)( llieie with the git-at lake
system of railroads already in operation, or in the processot <.011*11 union

Front Fulton a branch will run aortheastwurdly throughLittle Rock uuil b raaciavjlle, »uudte*j near the foot ol ihe
New Madrid swamp, to Memphis, Tenrteseec, another
important point of connexion ol what may be denomi
natrd the middle sy»t«m ot railroads alreudy completed,
or in progress, ftotti the Atlantic coaHt westwardly, and
at the name time connecting with the southern sy«'em of
routen. From the name (>oiiit (button) a New Oilians
branch will run southeastwardly by the wav of Alexan¬
dria and Opelousus, through the middle ol the State of
Louisiana, to New Orleans, so as to connect with the
southern coast rail wa>s This branch will intersect the
jbreveaport and Yicksburg (Mississippi) railroad, thus
connecting with the middle system of southern routes,
by way of Jackson, Mississippi, Selma and Montgomery,
Alabama, to .Savannah, Charleston, and Pensae.olu
The Texa^ branch begins at or near the source of Red

river ; thence in a southeast direction to the source ol the
Colorado, and along the east bank of that river through
Austin to Alatagorda, on the Gulf of Mexico.

The Oregon branch will begin south of the source of
Stanislaus river, in the State of California, and proceedthence northwardly near the " foot hills" east of the Sac¬
ramento river to its source : thence along the " foothills"
on the west side ot the Cascade range of mountains,
crossing the Columbia river near Oregon city, to Kort
Nisuually, being a safe and commodious harbor at the
head of Puget's sound.

Milt*.
The whole length ol thiB great route from Sun

Francisco to Memphis is 2,000From San Francisco to St. Louis - - . 1,9uo
From San Francisco to Dubuque - 015
From Sun Francisco to New Orleans - - a,150
From San Francisco to Matagorda - 1,800
And from San Francisco to Fort Nisqually, in
Oregon ...... 770

Making a total length in miles of - 10,(595
This aggregate length of route-i will be formed by con¬

structing the following main trunk and branches :

Mdr*.
From San Francisco, via Fulton, in Arkansas, to
Memphis ..... 2,000

The St. Louis branch from a point on the main
trunk, thirty-five miles south of Santa Fe, to
St. Louis - . - .a

The Dubuque branch from a point on the St.
Louis branch, where it intersets the Arkansas
river, to Dubuque ¦ . -tl

The Texas branch from the source of Red river,
on the southern bend of the main trunk, to the
source of the Colorado river, and thence to
Matagorda bay, on the gulf - ..1

The New Orleans route from Fulton to New Or¬
leans -- 4

And the Oregon branch from San Francisco, in
California, to Fort Nisqually, in Oregon tl

Total length of railroad to be constructed . 5,115
The means proposed to construct this railway nnd

branches is a grant from Congress of public land to the
States of Louisiana, Missouri, Arkansas, Iowa, Califor¬
nia. and an appropriation lor the construction of the road
through the Territories, of an aggregate quantity of 1"2,-
-100 square miles, or 9~,53fi,000 acres ; and this appropr¬
iation is to meet the expenses ot a Pacific railway and
blanches of 4,400 railas, because from the aggregate
length of 5,115 utiles is to be deducted the Texas branch,
inasmuch as the government of the United State.-" has no
public lands to grant within the limits of that State
Upon this point. I avail myself of the occasion at this

stage of the proceedings to say, that although Texas will
titxl a rich reward by her unaided construction of the
road through her territory in the enhanced value of her
public domain, and the development of her immense

agricultural resources, and by eventually securing her a
fall share of our domestic and foreign trade, yet, as thia
railway is, to all intents anil purposes, a host road,
within the spirit and letter of the sth section of tne 1st
article of the constitution, delegating express power in

Congress " to establish post offices and post roads," 1
think it but just and fair that she should be placed upon
an equal footing with the public land Stales through
which the Pacific railway will pass; and as we cannot
give uer government lands within her limits, we should
aid her in tfie construction of the road h> the payment of
money out of the national treasury. I nave no doubt of
the constitutional power of Congress to do so. and shall
feel bound at the proper time to advocate and press upon
the attention 01 (he Senate the propriety and justice of
such a measure.

Recurring, then, to the means provided by this h||l for
the construction ol this Pacific ratlwas, we liud that the
quantity of land proposed to be granted equals, as stated,
»7>&3til000 acres, which, at >S1 i.'i per acre, the minimum
price of tne public lanile, would amount lo the sum of
#121,900,00'>, for the construction o! 4,400 miles of ro:id,
fesvine out of calculation, for the reason indicated, the
Texas branch, whiph make* UP >he whole length ot >,110
miles for the main trunk and brunches
This sum will allow an nvenwe for constructing the

road of &i~! 700 per mile. We find that the actual ave¬

rage cost of railways through the United States, east of
the Mississippi, according to the census report, was only

-190 per iiilly Arid it mi|«t bp noted th^t litis sum
included the cost ot the lands purchased for the track
from private individuals.a material item of expease not
incident to this railway.

it may lie adupd liutiier, the! :n me r?n*n« report allu¬
ded to, #!i 000 i* »et down »>> a reliable rn!imnte »or the
expense J1**r mile in the new States; ant! I havo «mi doubt
the improved facilities of cm MfUCIion will tetuce Hi*
cost below th « evtima'e; yrt t-ven hi i!iat A*miii*.
the provision now made would he something like #7,-
000 greater per mile than llie c^t repo.jeij.
Now, the gmat point ia for the government of the

(Tni ed States to take thr initiative in this measure, and
to enter ii; on it in t-arrt«at. At once the popular mind
will he inspired wiih conliJence ol merest".the public
will and energy will be immediately concentrated upon
it, gnd these, welding to no check. not dismayed by any
obstacle. wilf surprise lhe world hv the speed with
which the work will he accomplished
The hill now presented fue* the shortest and mom

feasible route, every mile of it having been explored,
and over a considerable tmface of which even now con¬

venient wagon route* exist.
Tne reports of our army officers and others, ol ex¬

ploration* north and south, and in the vicinity of it* line,
represent the country as remarkably level, with a fertile
soil, vi'cj! watered, a salubrious climate, wi'h prairies
ami woodland, having an exhaustie** iuppty dl g<>od
timber and building stone, and every facility for this
splendid enterprise, which, when carried out, will draw
along >t i| living Mream of emigration, developing the
bourdlras agricultural hnd mineral re*oiirwea of that nia-

lant territory, dotting it with farms, village*, towns, ami
cities, and establishing in the heart of the great distant
West political strength to uphold «nd cement the nrinr.u
l>les of our popular institution^.
Having aho'wii Die general object in view, the mean*

sugges'ed for its accomplishment, and its entire feasi¬
bility, I will now explain the intinnnrntaliti/ proposed
for ii* execution.
The nature of our confederate>l Union is such that it

becimps neccsarv in this enterprise for us to consider
and respect the relative powers of the States nm) genetui
government, and to drai with eaoh in proper regard to the
constitutional scruples ol many of our distinguished
statesmen.
Having been educated in the S.ate-rights school of pol¬

itics, have ever full, in the exercise Qt llie pgw«r* of the
general government, the importance of avoiding the sem
blanca oi encroachment upon the reserved rights of Slate
?overeigntv, for in these is to tie found the real strength' Institution^ It might be within the range ol po«-
¦toility, h'lt tar from probability, that the strength of the
national govemment might be tried hv internal ilefection,
the convulsion* of taction, or strained by the shock of
external attack arid violence from some mighty coalitionof host,I,, powers: hm ,!lm.|d this eycr occur, there
.s n recuperative poW., thank l»od I in our State gov-ernmenU, and in the great boi|\ of our enlightened citi¬
zens, who uphold them both alike, wfch will ever infuse
new vitality, »treiigiB, and energy into the general gov¬
ernment.

liecuriing to the instrumentality proposed, it will be
found that this hill authorize* the President o» the United
S ate* to contract for the road and branches, so lar n«

they fall within the limits ot the 1'rrri/oiirt. namaly, the
main trunk, (excluding the part in Texas,) to theso'tith-
wesi corner of tue Stale ot Arkansas, and the branches
10 the west boundaries of Missouri and Iowa, and from
(he not lb boundary'if California to I'uget'a sound

It grants the rigntof waV for the road and branches,
and appropriates the nlteman* odd numhsred seelions, oi

half the laud within fori// mdeson *th aide of the same

It giants to each ol the State* ol Arkansas and l.oni*
lana. for branches to connect at the Mississippi river with
the railroads from the Atlantic seaboard, the alternate

o<id-nwuit>eied tectums, or hall the land, within
milfo on each aide of (tie route, within their limit* re

«pecii vely.
To each of ttie Stale* of Missouri and Iowa a ike

quantity i* given lor blanch roads I root ilie Urmim on the
Micsourt river to |Kjints oo the Mu*ai"si|<pi, to connect
with the railway* now in progress from the Atlantic
seaboard, deducting the lands gianled to Mlasouii for
riMtda at the last aeaatou of Cougiei«e.To California is conceded, on the ?ame terms and con¬
ditions, alternate section* for forty miles on each m In ot
this Kieal Pacific thoroughfare vritlun her limits, au¬
thorizing alao the selection ol other lamls to make good
auy deficiencies where the sections intended to be granted
may have been heretofore sold, or otherwise appro¬
priated by the government.

It prescribes itie conditions of gian). that llie States
shall, within one year after the first session of their re¬

spective legislatures, conmkncc the roads, and complete
liiein in rivE yeais trout the pa**aaa of this act, allowing
California tkn years, or as much sooner as the connect¬
ing road and branches through the territory shall be com¬
pleted Ji stipulates that the United States mail, and all
the United Stains troops, seamen, arms, and munitions ot
war, military and naval stores, and all funds and proper¬
ty ot the government, and all officials, shall he conveyed
over the roads (iee ol expense to the United States, which
shall have the preference over all persons or bodies poli¬
tic, when, in the opinion of the President, the public in¬
terest requires promptness anil despatch. It stipulates
that each State shall assent and comply with all of
its terms and condition*, and Congresa shall have
the right, under specified and pkoticitivk limitation#,
to regulate the charge for freight and pansengers. It
makes it the duty of trie Secretary ol War, under fhe di¬
rection of the President, to have the road located, and
requires him to advertise six months lor proposals for its
construction within the Terriloi'us, and to contract for the
same, to be completed in not exceeding ten years from the
date of contract.to be delivered up to the United States
with all the appurtenances in not exceeding thirty years
from the date of completion, and incorporates the con¬
tractors for the period oi the contract, and for five yearstiieieafter. It requires the President to issue patents to
the contractors for four-fifths ol the land they are entitlea
to on the completion of a section ot one hundred miles,
the remaining one-fifth to be retained as additional secu¬
rity lor the completion of the road, and so on for each
additional section of one hundred miles It orders that
the contracts shall stipulate lor a certain number of
miles to be finished each year, so as to complete the
whole road ill ten years, and as much earlier as practica¬ble the road and branches to he put in good repair by the
contractors ; and in case of a failure, to be judged of by
Confess, the contracts to be annulled, and 1 tie road and
lands toreveit to the United Slate*.
The bill further makes the road and branches the prop¬

erty of the contractors tor the term of their contracts, re¬
serving, as before stated, the right of Congress to regu-.
late the tolls.

It declares, in case any Slate shall fail to accept the
grants, that the Secretary of War, villi the ronstnl of"siid
S/a'i, shall award contracts tor llie construction of the
branches within its limits, on similar teims to those au¬
thorized by its previous provisions.

It provides further, that when under the contracts the
road is surrendered to the United States, so much of it
as may be within the limits of any State formed out of
the present Territories, shall be granted to stich State on
the same terms and conditions as prescribed to other
States receiving granlu under the provisions already ad¬
verted to.

Finally, the bill orders that the road shall be con
strncted in the most substantial manner, of the best ma¬
terials, with all the modern improvements, and providesfor the appointment of commissioners, who, under the
direction of the Secretary ot War, shall take all necessary
measures to protect the public interest, and to see that the
terms ol the contracts arc fully and strictly compliedwith.
By thi* hill interference with State sovereignty in

avoided. To the State* is awarded the right to co-operate(and it is made their interest to do so) in this great public
measure, whilst the general government denls through
lis Executive with the subject in its own territories,
under the express autboritv of the third section of the
fourth article of the constitution, which eonfi-rs the
power on Congress .« to dispose of and make nil needful
rule* and regulations resecting the territory or other
property belonging to the United State*." The facto
already presented will show this to lie the most profitable
undertaking that was ever projected; that the land*
proposed to be donated, at the minimum pric* of $1 25
per acre, will give a round average of $27,700 per inile
tor the work, which is an ixcess per mile tor its con¬
struction ot #7,700 clear pfxfii, over a(ld above the uv.-r-
age estimated cost ol #^U,OGO. as slated In ihe census re¬
port. This, indeed, being the actual cist per mile, in¬
cluding equipment*, ol the Cleveland and Erie railroad,
tlie stock I jf uhuli is now commandi ig twenty-two per
cent, premium ; and it will be remembered that the la'ter
work was constructed m a far more rigorous clitn.Ue,
and with greater obs'acles than will he found over the
greater portion of the Pacific route

Looking further to the fact of the constant improves
ment in railway works and the nvwartd increased faeili-
tips ol (b» operative, growing out of their experience,
and tInventive talent of our citireiia. the estimate with
good rea-onunght be assumed at #17,700 per mile; and,
in that case, there would be a clear profit on the constrne
lion of evi-ry aula of some #10 oOo Add (o Ihi* the lii-
cr?;>.3? in lb; vaUeqf ihe to'.<*.! "lid capital, which ctmuoi
fail to hu greatly nugniented by the additional value in
tlM pro)ierty which thin grent project itself will impart; for
here wa tiavc Iresb uncullexi lauds, immensely rich in
minerals and agricultural resources, While our exi>e
nn.ee has xhovp, even where this wus not the ease,
us in the Illinois donation, by the aft of 2>»th Septem¬
ber, 1SJV0, lands along the route, wL'cb had been in
market for thirty «v.'J more, at #i t#|>kl|v rr**e
in value to more than fi '>0 |>er ano.thus c...ioMaiiuii>g a

price iou.il todxUuie ike ordtnsry public land minimum
In adiiition to all th««e considerations let us ex¬

amine the probable profits of the Pacirtr rouKt,
supposing twit the parties eonstrneting it hml to
pay up the full cash capital of #lu0,000 000 cut (j;
iheir own pockets. We set it down « io'.v estimate
that 73,000 per»'uis Will |o and from California over
this tu rough In re the first year, and tliHt evciy year tu^ie
after, lor the whole pern'.J ol ihe contracts, will n id a

l^rge per ccutnge to this number. Il.n assuming this esti¬
mate, for the first and future jears, and at #.>00 ft.r each
l'a«senger. we will have the sum, per annum, ot #1.1,000,-
Ouu. giving an interest of ten per cent, on the capital in¬
vested, with live per cent, for repairs, ftom passengers
alone, estimating nothing for freights. It is not to l>e
doubted for a moment that the largest part ot ;he lands
now proposed to he granted will lie disposed of in ex

ciiungt' for iahor, and such lands becoming nettled j>ari
p iwi witfi the construction of the road, will yield a large
additional nmount of freight and tolls on the intermediate
points, yhil»t in this way the grei ' object of fceltling tne
fOUill.y will l/« advam.ed, and the value of the property
donated immensely increased.

rite importance, indeed the imperious necessity, of tm-
inedialeh cw- nPncing tins line of raiiroad is every day
pressing with greater force upon tho attnution of ttic
country, and >'l thfc Congress of the United Slates
Kvery c.viliyed nation hat shown ii, in prac.ore, to be a

governmental duty to open up and construct tli >r.mgh-
farea and highways as indispensable to the public we*!.
The history of the world, pitet and present, is full Cit
memorable illustrations. Tk*l tuijlity nation which once

rtjled the eariii under its forms ol royalty, republicanism,
and ot empire, li;i* l< ft enduring memorials of its wis-;
dom and of its |*o<»er in nothing greater, ins matpii»l
point or view, than its public roads. Augustus Elected
the Miluirum Anreum. a y/Lt iru.hU piilitr in the Foitim,
JO rpark ihe central point from which the great roads di-
verged from the seat of empne. I'uhlic. works ol this
class, in charge of the censors and consuls in days
ol the republic, anil of inspector in-chief under the
umpire, were ^instructed ny the Roman engineers at an

enormous expense, and with such solidity that some of
tliem are jet unnJestroyed, having stood the travel ol
twenty centuiies. These gteut nuproveipents bOhnecteu
the rities ol ancient (t:;ly. nearly twelve hundred in num-
her, crossed the Alps, and penetrated the forests of the
distant provinces, connected also the hundreds of cities
hi Oaul, Spain, and the A Irican and Asiatic ntics of tfie
empire, binding them ail togeiher Iro.i the centre 'o

the distant frontiers, as tar up as the wall of Antoni¬
nus, in Scotland, in the fifty sixth degree of northUti
tude From Ihht poin! a gt.-tl na{i(»nul road, taking n

-outheasieily itiricuon to tti» imperial capital and lo Je¬
rusalem, formed » grand public highway, eflual in its

whole length to lour thousand and eighty Roman, or

three thousand seven hundred and forty statute inilcs
These were not merely military roads for the imrt'it ol *

ttie Woman legions to points dis'AUt (i<"« ilie oapital, hut
weie used a< affording laciliiies of interc iurs« lor the
trausmisaion of governmental orders, and were in fact
erected into regular postal routes, with staiio-is and all
'be requisites to insure speed ami regularity ol transit
Such as I hace described u was Ihe groat Roman thor¬
oughfare, which pierceil monntams, passed i v»r rivers,
doubled nearly in length the main stem of ihe PaCitifl

rail way, although, including ihe contemplated blanches,
it did mil iquai by more than one-lourth the proposed
great A nir hum high way.i urnuig "" r >« rum the distunt past to the openintc ol
Hie present century, we are struck with astonishment at
lilt* extraordinary genius and energy ol the great gieatimperial chief of France, who,a ter having dissolved the
German empire, defeated the combine*! Prussian and
Russian armies, having fought the terrible battle* of
E>lsu and Fne lland, concluded peacu ut Tilsit.
iuntied, as llie storm of war lulled for a WUOD, to
tiie French capital, and there, in the midst of the
tumultuou* agitation ot the time*, projected greatworks of internal improvement. He gave order* to
Cretei, his Minister of the Interior, for ihe construc-
tion of canals from Digou to Paris. from the Rhine to
the Saone, ami from the Rhine to the Scheldt, directed
the sale ot oilier*, and the proceeds to he applied to new
works.admonished hia minister of the evils ol delay,
mat wars and inefficient men will ronie, and the work
remain incomplete; that he had made the glory ol lint
reigu to consist in changing the lace of th« territory in the
whole empire; thul theat- works were necessary to the
interest and prosperity of the people ; that we must not
paMihroiigh the world without leaving traces which may
cwiutfiend our memory to posteiitv ; requiring his mrnil-
ler i»a single moiiih lo prepare all the Jetui .i, forbidding
hurt to ask tor lurther time,anil commanding him to sum¬
mon to his aid the most skillful engineers and talent of
Fiance, so that at the commencement of the fine season,
France might "present the spectacle of a country with-
out a single beggar, and where all the population may he
in action to cultivate ami render productive" that " im¬
mense territory."
What might not have been expected from such an in-

ttliect had he lived in the age ol the application ol steam
as a locomotive power on land, and what would have
been his triumphs in this noble sphere of adding to the
source of human happiness, had lie, quenching the flumes
of war, vindicated and established populur sovereignty,
'and devoted hia mighty energies to quickening all the
elements ol' trade and commerce, diffusing the light ol
learning and the blessings ol civilization everywhere
throughout the laud! Then, indeed, lie would have
reali/.ed as lo France, the boast of Augusuis in regard lo
his cap:tal, that he had found it of brick and' left it of
inatble; and at his name posterity vould have risen up
and called him blessed! What a lesson to legislatorsand to nations!

Hut we witness in the present day in European gov-
eminent*, the progress of gigantic undertakings in inter¬
nal improvements, which are dektuied to throw the his¬
tory ot the past into the shade. In Russia,an iion railway
chain ot communication sixteen hundred miles long is

proposed from Saint Petersburg, the capital of the empire,
situated near the Gulf of Fiuland, to Odessa, on a gull of
the Black Sea, connecting the Baltic and the Black seas
and uniting, by way of Mo>cow, all the intervening ci¬
ties, whilst England. alive to her commercial interests, is
projecting new schemes for shortening connection with
her great Anglo-Indian empire.For more than two centuries, all commercial and other
intercourse between Europe and the distant ports of In-
dian and Southern Asia had been enrried on by fifteen-
thousand mile voyages around the Cape of Good Hope,but the advance of a British army from India by way ol
the Red sea to the plains of Cairo, in Egyt, there effect-
ing a junction with troops from England against the
French Egyptian expedition, established the practicability
ot a connected route in that direction ol less than seven
thousand miles. And now we find England with no less
than three great routes communicating with India and
China, one from Southampton through the English chan-
nel, crossing the Bay ot Bieca>, through the Mediter¬
ranean to Alexandria in Egypt, thence by overland to
Suez, down the Red sea. through the straits of Babel-
rnandel, with a branch to Bombay and a direct route by
Cevlon to Calcutta, and from Ceylon through the strans
ol Malaca to Singapore, and thence up the China sea to
Wong Kong. There is also a regular monthly mail trom
Loudon to Falkstone, Paris, and Marseilles, 011 the Med-
iterrai.ean, thence to Malta and Alexandria, inking the
direction already indicated as to the residue of the dis¬
tance. and then by ihe (itrman oveiland route from Lon¬
don loO-iend, through Belgium and Austria to Trieste,
on the Adriatic, and passing one ot the Greek island*
near Athens, by the Ionian islands, to Corfu and Alex-
and r a.

Instead of one hundred nnd fifty day*, India by these
routes is broituht within about a month's postal distance
Ol London. Bur, not content with all lne»f triumphs
over epact* and time, a project is now engaging public a:-
tention. b> which a new and more direct overland roue
by railroad in projected, which shall proceed lrom Calais
by Ostein!, to Cologne through the plains of Augsburg,
l.omoardv, to l'rie«te on the Adriatic, thence in lh« val-
lej.i ol Turkey in Kurope, along the Kup'irates to hi*so-
rah. on the Persian go It, through Persia, a Ion* he ehores
of t e null to HelloncU'staa, cio*htin; the Indus, arid
thence to Calcutta, ill us bi'be remote pails of the
oinii r* within lrom a week to ten dats of each otlier,
and Opening up to British trade new markets in Persia
and Central Asm. Such are the mighty prqjecta of our
great maritime rival (or supremacy in the mai kets ot the
worfil. And » iall this government at tins day pause ami
hesitate in prosecuting a work now y.o necessary to the
interest# ol the Amencan peop p ? Look b.cfc upon our'
own ln»tor>, and what does i' Ifll u? The first act ol
the conUDriituJ Cungrtw, in was an ordinance
" lor establishing a pi.st" re<iuinnfi that " a line ol
povt be appointed, under the direction of the Post-
ma»ier Genetal, lrom 1'xLnouth, in New p.;;/,ami. to
Savaniuiti. in (».-oigiu, with i\s rr.uuy pn»<* as he shall
think fit Tl;a; system e<?ntluued mini n-<:4 ui.dei
the c uiiedemiioti, when n reernaui/ation took place,1
and it Wat declared 'hat "a continueil communication CI
l>osIs throughout the I'nited SiaU's shall be .jiahltuhed
and maintained." Then the constitution of the I'nited
Slates succeed, apeairiig in a languitge U,o exjjl.rit to
he i^i»HiiU«ikitMxi, devolving the duty it|K>n (\initfis« oj
tatting rhai^e ».f sticU $rmt work sol iatercrvntminictttlon
a* that now under cou»nltt?UuU,

That ilisuuguisbtd statesman, M;, J^derson, from the
infaney oi the republse) ihe necessity of exploring
on Oftd iou;« to the Pacific, and in his uie»*sise «'
tiie l.'ith January, IMJ.1, brought the subject to thu alien-
tion of Coi'.grtMJ, wttn a view toselim iimt mi explora¬
tion for a line ol c itninuuicat.on to the l'ai ilic or Wed-
cm ocean, and Ihe result wa« the celebrated expedition
01 l^ewis anil Clarke. The protect of eventually ts'ab-
lishing this ronte, then seen in the shadowy distance in
the dawning of our national existence, is now bplore us
as a reality. Public meeting* in different portions of Ihe
country, and some ot the moat distinguished salesmen
ol this age, have proposal and advocated the gr^at meas¬
ure of connecting the two oceans Whiist the press has
tnised Ms (silent voice in lis support.
The establishment of a great pos'.nl route for dissemi¬

nating information over gli t-1 ;bal vast surface hi our
territorial hoti-.n, now shut out lrom the noblest privi-

of our institutions, is a high constitutional obliga¬
tion the discharge ol which we have no light any lot ger
to defer.

But it is not only as a were postal route.a great artery
of interna! communication for the dissemination of intel-1
Iigenre, the vital principle ol our iitfttilUtlOB*.thai we
ate called upon to adopt this measure ; but it ii as a
means of rr,Hilary dr/enct and secutity, and one in that;
lespect of great ptililie. economy. Over the expansive
.urtacit of country through which this road will p.isg are
nutaetoua tubes and hands of savages, whom, in its pres.
ent condition, ihe whole army of the United Stales could
not keep in rher k, from the titter impossibility oi a rapid
Irsnsportaiion ol troops from point to point, and the con-
senuent inability to dislodge them from their mountaindefies Hnd fastnesses. Look at Ihe condition in which
Ihe peninsula of Florida was for year", and is at the
inesent time. During Ihe campaign o{ the British army]
in the Puijauh country *h» expense of locomotion was
sogreat that it was estimated that every soldier cost jEIi
sterling, or about *7.iri, an I of course a like sum lo re-
plnre losses sustained by disease ami in haul*.
When we consider ll»e cost of nulilary transportation

over such a sulfa,.1 in our interior, it wiil at once appear
n measuic of eeuiiomy to establish this route, along which,;
and branching off" at 'unable points, will be located the
neees«ary military posts nnd Indian agencies As s

means ot prorvl Ih* tttllrinenl «»< Ihe gr< at interior,
developing agricultural and minernl wealth, and of Im¬
parting ac.livlt) to Ihe internal Iradn of the jodntry. it is
r piojcft of the highest con&euiMtoee to the Last a* well
us to th'j W*^t. Hy this grand thoroughfare, when com¬

pleted as contemplated according to the mn»t improved
syaiern, both in the railway am! the locomotives, the dis¬
tance from the seat of government, and from Oa great
Cities of Ihe eastern States to Sun J;'f*RClH»o Will be ac

roinpli«hed in from tt\i;?i* tn four days Through this
Channel of coiowtnicalioa will tl >w n continued sirean.
ot emigration peopling these grrai vallejs. The cereal
proiarl of the country, as reported for the year Ih.'iO, in
the two great staples of wheal nod enrn( is immenso.
the former at upwards of one '-.undred million live han-
ilred IbnusHul bushels, and the latter at near six hundred
millions, and r ttier y,unns in proportion VVho can es¬

timate whai thD S);gnL"te grain products of the country
will he when the i».-« (period arrives for taking the ren-
sus ' !

Our exhuustles* soil, under the toiling hand ol iudu.--tr>, will pour forth u* cei«al treaiiuies, sufficient uot onl>lo support in abuudance our own people, but to feed the(aiuiskeil tmllion«t of Kuropc ami A*ia.
Wuli oveifl iwing granaries shall our farmer* lie Iffwith their uitmenou suiplus to pensh on their handr.wlj« u by iIn* project the producer tuui consumer will bebrought in proximity to etch other. When compleltdtlie valuable niauulactures of the Kant, the importation*ol our rich foreign traffic will pour into the interior tinluxuries Ol lile.and all the elegancies ami refinements olCivilization in exchange for the liettsurea of the earth.

enrichinii ev- ly class of our citizens, aud quickening ail
tlie element* ol human industry.
A* aifectnig out foreign comment) and trade, con filled

to ill*- special care ol Congress hy tlie constitution, this is
a measure of the highest concernment, and in this re»pecideeply affecting the Stales fronting on the liulf of Mexi¬
co, and is ot transcendent iinpoitance to the people of
California l.ook at the commercial position she occu-
pied in iest>eci to the other members of the Union ami to
Asia, the Japuiiete Islands, toon to be unsealed and open
10 our trade, lo Ctniral and South America, anal to the
Sandwich island*, (which hi\ hundred whaling abipsviaited in a sidgle year,) bemdea other islands ot Ocean-
lea. With aurilerou* regions that defy exhaustion, with
agricultural wealiti, (the foundation of manufactures,)
moic valuable even than her uiouulain ridges of glitteringgold, with harbors unsurpaseed in (he world, with a popillation lull of enterprise, energy, skill, and activity in
every department of the business life, California, bythe laws of hei geographical and commercial position, is
destined to draw within her golden gates the tra.lt* olCentral and South America, with the nch traffic of the
Iviht; to hold the supremacy lliere, and be the great seatjot commercial wealth and power on the Pacific ocean,

Is she lo be left disconnected from the Atlantic slopeand Mississippi valley, and isolateii from the eastern and
western States by an immense unpeopled territoy.a ter-
ntory capuhle ol Mipporling two hundred millions ot
people, but lett as it were in a stale of i.ature because
the government ot the United States pauses, hesitate*,
or neglects an obvious remedy? Is *he lo lie lorctil
lo keep up tier connexion with the elder kinlerhoiHl
by a double tea voyage, and land uacsaje through
a foreign country, enher by the Isthmus of Pana¬
ma, or Nicaragua, or Tehuantepec; anil that, loo, by
a violent deflection from a natural route, and at thehazard ot interruption anil separation in case of war,which at any moment may blaze out in Kurope, andthreaten and disturb our existing peaceful relations withthat continent? Will the government of the United
Stales, forgetful of the admonition of Washington, take
no precautions against the evils ol war, winch may come
upon us when least expected, anil by wliich California
and Oregon may be blockaded and devastated by hostile
lleets, and our tiade cut off and destroyed ? Shall our
Pacific coast be left unaided ami alone to battle tingle-handed with a common enemy, with the apprehension of
being severed and permanently separated from the Union,
were not the valor and patriotism of our people an eler-
rial guarantee to the world Ibat they would rally to a man.isolated though they inay be on the Pacific shores, to uphold and defend our national integrity, supremacy, and
indivisibility ?
Does not the troubled aspect of European affairs ad¬

monish us of the necessity of instantly providing against'these apprehended evils ! Auddous notour great com¬mercial interests demand that every facility should be ex¬tended 10 enatile us to avail ourselves of 0 e advantageot position, to seek first to enter and preoccupy the mar-
keis of Atia, and establish our claims to a full share at
least of the trade ol the eastern hemisphere ?
Contemplating, too, our position politically, does it not

behoove every one, of whatever party, to lay hi-sectu-
rian principles aside, and coine up to this great work a-
an Ammcnn, with singleness ol purpose, scorning ail
sectionality, and looking at the common good of our
common country, with a fixed determination that it shall;
be completed, and that, loo, as rapidly as unrestricted
means unil human energies can accomplish it? Thenadd its nieat adjunct, the electric telegraph, by which
our ptople, with the rapidity of thought, will hold con-
verso by the lightning from ocean to ocean, anil therewill be established a chain binding together each mem-ber of this confederated Union, every link of which,whether in the social, business, or political concerns ollite, will be united and welded together by a common
interest, a unity of purpose, and a deep-seaied attach
ment lo our institutions, which will defy the convulsionsof war either to weaken or nnpmr. Then this mightypolitical fabric, resting upon the basis of human rightsand the solid a (lections ot our people, in all its noble and
majestic proponionc, roinuianding the admiration of the :
world, will gtami through distant age* as an enduring
monument of the wt-ibim of our form of government,
and of tlie triumph of popular sovereignty.

A
THE .MISlt'A I, WORl<D AM) TIMES,

l.ARfiK weekly journal, of sixteen pages, edited by Richard
tolorrs Willis, and which the best musical compoicr* and writers

in tin* country make their medium oi" communication with the
public, contain* during: the year si H pities (or +V> worth) of the verybest mitsir of all kind* aKo brilliant nnd instructive csaays on inn
.10; a compMc course of familiar instruction in harmony* which]anybody can understand ; a vast amount of attractive musical read
mg, anecdotes, and sketches of celebrated musicians, of musical bis
lory, tie. ; the most fearless snd truthful criticism* of musical pubiirations and pernora.ween, and he very pick and cream of musical
new-, novelty, and incident, both foreign and domestic; the wholeforming the won complete and valuable record ol musical art it is
possibly v> obtain. The wants of country choirs, and of ladies v\ isb-
\ng tor ntw music, but sho aic not living near music stores, are e*
penally attended to.
Terms t One copy, £3, two copies, $5; five copies, $10; and a

persou sending us a club of live met* au extra copy for h«s trouble.Address Dyer V\'UlU, publishers of the Musical World and Times,i>57 Bro-dway, New York.
Anotbir arsiGAi jocex a L..TU« mbeerlbers also publish TheMontnty Muncal Gazette, an elegant Journal of eight page-, each

number containing lour p»§o* of music (making forty eight pages n
> ear) and a grer,t variety ol iu'Westing musical wading matter. The
Monthly A4u*ical Cjgette is designed lor the especial bonrfti of the
inou«aHdi of music lovers whose mi'.sii al knowledge and tastes d<
ntnud ra«y and simple music, and whose* pttrset require that ifhouldlir furnished a' the cheu^ct poaaihle rate.
Terms: <)«* «opy, 5u cents ; Uirtc copies, $ I ; ten copios, $3;

IVfrltfy copies, ; and a person sending us a club of twciit) gets
an extra copy for his trouble. Address Iitkr Ik Wit,lis.

V. II..Olergyuvn will bo supplied with the Musical World and
Times at o»e dollar a year ami with the Moutbly Musical Gazette
at twenty live ccnt* a year.
Agents wanted to obtain subscribers foj the above named pub lb atlons. Liberal commission allowed.
Now is the tune to subscribe, the new volume hrgins on thelirst of January, 1&'>3.
Jan lii.d<lr\\

I;, Rim iiait
flONURJt33 having recently amended ihe act providing for the re
V moval of the Red river ra.l, the advertisements heretofore insert¬
ed en this subject have been withdrawn, and the following *uh*1i
voted in thetr stead i

REMOVAL UP RED RIVER RAIT.
Proposals will be received at the War f^epartment, until the first

day oi April next, for removing tire obstructions in Red river, known
as the lied river raft, and keeping the navigation of said river open
and free from obstruction by rafts for a seiies of one or more yearn,
as follows, viz t
Each bidder will propose to remove the said raft and to keep the

navigation freo from obstruction thereby for a specified period, for
the sum of 6luQ,0n<> ; specifying in his aid the time, witiuu which he
proposes to complete tne removal, (the said time not to be later than
the lr t day of January, IWV5,) a* also the number of years (countingfrom said removal) during which he binds himself to keep the navi¬
gation of the river free from obstruction for the raid sum and the
m |ft Ml tx ivtN< to the provided tin departmeni I

satisfied with his responsibility and with fhe security offered byhim) who shall propose to remove said rati and to keep tne river free
from Obstruction thereby lor the longest period of time.
The contractor will be required to give his bond for 930,000, with

two sqo4 sureties, each for the sum of $IO,OiM), conditioned for Ihefaithful execution of the contract. Each bidder will transmit, at the
same time with his proposal* the names of the persons whom he
offers as suretiee, and a declaration, signed by them, that they will
sign his bond as sureties as above mentioned ; ami also the ccrtili
cate of a diaUiut judge of the United Mtates for the Htate In which he

s, tl u said s< it Hi an respectable itfaena arid Hill >.*

considers them worth <jiI0.00<i over and shove all their debts and
liabilities. No bid will be e tumined unlesa these eondiiions shall be
complied with.

Term» of P«iymen*«

,.l*H In :tr to iti - nhre r*l!,p.o" *-Y;.o ,"u» i>.ym"»l .hxll l» n,».lr fbr !<. Irnth p»rt
o thf « b.wn,k. Th. rr-nminins V-0.000 h- !»". "> "l»»l *»
noil instahrents, corresponding in neuiHer with the number of years
during which the contractor shall bind himseH to keep the navig.i
lion open, of which fsct the department is to be the sole judge

I'.aeh bid must be for the whole work that is, for the removal of
the raft, and tor keeping the river open for a specified period. No
sennrafe |»rvip««eala f«»r portion® of It will be considered.
The proposal* will he addressed to the undersigned, marked

the envelope, *. Proposals for removing Ked river raft."
J J. arret,

f olonrl Corps Topogrnphical Engineers.Jan «-90td#t5nwtApr 1
All pn|>ers which have ptibllalted the former advfrtisem^ats on

this mhjfct are hereby nuthmiaed to publish this, and in addition,
the (*a7.ette and Democrat, of Little Rock, and the Telegraph, atWashington, Arkansas, twenty time* daily, and then twi< c a week
Until ist \pril.

Bach pajwr advertising will send a copy of the paper containingthe advertisement.

Pll. IMMtK Ai. < «>.. Wkak.alr nnd Retail Dealers In
. Cftrpetiaii floor oil clothe, mattings, rugs, curtain materials,

sheeting, blankets, and house Aimishinggoods generally.
Penneylvaoia aventie, between7tfei and 8th atreeta, Wastifngtonn.d. '
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I h COJMttEiSS OF THE U. STATES.
Thlrty-8«*rond f.gliiM »«aal«Hi

FRIDAY, JANUARY 14. 1853.
[IN OMTINVATKMf ]

¦VIAT 8.
TKXM NAVY.

On motion by Mi MALIX)KY, all piior orderg were
postponed, and ill# &n«te pioceedeJ lo (he considerationof tue joint resolution relative to tLe officers of the late
leiu» navy.
The joint reaoluiion vv&a read a second lime, and con¬

sidered as in committee Of itie whole It provide# that
the existing laws limiting the number ol officers in the
navy of the United Sidles he so far inodilieti an to author
ize the President to incorporate mm the naval service ol
the United States the surviving officer of the Uie Texas
navy, not to exceed ei4ht in number, who were dulycommissioned und in the servire ol caul republic at the
time of its anuexauoii to the United Stales, with the liui
nation tiiat such of said officers as were lormerly in the
United States navy shall take no hifher grade thun thai
to which ihey would he entitled by due course ot promo-
tion if ihey had not left a.
Mr. HUSK moved to amend the joint resolulion by

striking out the proviso in the following words:
" A mi pioviUni, furllur, I'lint iho«<> ol laid ollioer* who

weru formerly in ihe United Slates navy *hall lake no
niftier K^ade, namber, or jPO>iliuii lin.ii that which ihey
would now occupy by duo course ot promotion ii they had
not Itlt it, and thai those who were not In the United Slates
navy nlia.ll take such position ai ilie I'.indent may assign
them "

The question being taken on the amendment, it was
agreed to.

Mr. DAVIS. I would inquire of the ('hair if thai is a

private bill ?
The PRESIDENT. The <'hair ha« announced to the

Senate that in Ins opinion the resolution setting apart
Friday of each week lor the consideration ol private hills
died at the lust session. Il only extended to that Kession,
and has not been renewed at this

Mr. BORLAND. Mr. President, I would inquire, with
regard to that matter, whether under our rules the busi¬
ness of oue session does not come up at the commence¬
ment of the next session in the same order in whrich it
stood at the close of that session, without any further
order'
The PRESIDENT. The Chair is of the opinion that

the general principle would not atfeci this case at all. The
operation of a resolution of this kind cannot be renewed
at a succeeding session, unless there is something in the
terms of the resolution extending it to that session.

Mr. MILLER. 1 was not expecting that this bill would
be called up to-day, Mr. President. The honorable sen¬
ator from North Carolina [Mr. Haburr] and the honor¬
able senator from Maryland [Mr. PkahckJ take an in¬
terest in lhat question ; and as tliry are not now in their
seat*, 1 hope the honorable senator from Texas will not
push the bill to a vote now. The merits of that bill
have been discussed here frequently, and there is con¬
siderable opposition lo it on this side of the floor, f hope
he will let it be passed over for to-day.
Mr. RUSK. Mr President, this session is drawing to

a close. This subject has been before the Senate, 1 pre¬
sume, for the last six years.-ver since the annexation of
Texas. These officers aie now suspended. They be-
lieve, and the citizens of Texas believe, that they have a
right to come into the United States navy under a fair
construction of the articles ol annexation. As the ses-
-ion is drawing to a close, I hope it will hp passed soon ;
for, as a matter of course, it it is postponed, we ran ex
uect no action upon it at this se«sion. f would be wil
ling to do anything in a spirit of accommodation that I
could do ; but 1 think it is important that this bill ahould
pass, and 1 therefore ho|H» the Senate will act opon it. 1
believe the minds ol honorable senators are pretty well
made up ; they have investigated the subject several times.
Mr. MILLER. 1 do not wish to delay this matter at ^all; but certain it is thai this bill waa not expected to come

*

up to-day. This is privat--bill day. and this bill comes
up Out of order. The questions embraced in the bill I
consider ot great imporiance to ihe navy. There have
been various discussions upon it herefore ; and, for the
reasons which 1 have indicated, I move lhat the further
consideration of the subject be postponed until Monday
next
The motion was agreed to.
Mr. RUSK. I wish to snv simply that on Monday

next I hope the Seiute will indulge me in taking up this
bill and considering it.

THOMAS P. DUDLEY.
Mr. UNDKIt WOOD. Mr. President, I move to take

up House bill No. 171, fur the relief ot Thomas P. Pud
ley, sin old soldier ol Kentucky, who has written tn me
that he ff.int* to be put ii|>on the pension list. I know
nothing about bis claim, sir; but I suppose it is all right,
for it ha* fussed the H m«e, and Iws received the favor;),
hie anion of a rommitiee <>! tbU body. I hope il will be
taken up and acted upon.
The motion heme agreed to, the Senate proceeded t<>

the consul*ra'ion of sai I bill ns hi committee 01 the
whole: urn! it was read. It provides that the Secretary
of the Interior shall place the name ol I'homas I*. Dud¬
ley on the roll of invalid peunonrrs mibe rale of if It
per month, commencing on the Hi ol January, 1S4!>, and
loContinue during his natural life. No nmendmei. i.e-
ing ottered, il *vas reported to the Senate and ordered to
pass to a third reading; and it was then read a third time
and pussed.

WILLIAM \lk7Jkni> U too.

Mr. MASON. Mr. President, I hope it Will t'.
pleasure of the Senate to lake up bill No. VJ7, fi i u
relief o| the heirs of William Hazxard Wigg. Tlicre i-

h report accompanying the b>D, which was made by the
Committee on Revolutionary Claim*; and it it* a case of
such exceeding inten d that I think the Senate will do
well <o put (tie lull upon its passage, and allow il to pa*«
at thin tune. 1 move thai the bill tie now taken up.

1 he motion being a^ret u to, the Senate proceeded Ik
the coiiM'leraiiou of the biU authorizing Die aljustment
sod payment o( the claim* of William Ha/zafu Wigg,
dtCeased, for looses sustained by him during tot) war of
the revolution ; which was read a wCOnl time, :iud con¬
sidered a* in committee ot the whole. It provide* that
the proper accounting officers, under the direction of the
Secretary ol the Tieanury, adjust and xttle the claims of
Major W ill..mi lta7/arl Wlgg, deceased, late of tho Stale
ol south Carolina, lor losses sustained by htm, the said
W m., while retained as a hostage by the Rntish officers
during the war ol the revolution ; and that inpayment
therelor, the sum ol $-10,111, with le^al interest from
November 14, 1*82, to the day of slicing the account oi

said losses, be paid to flu1 grandson of --.isd William Ha/
z*rd Wigg, deceased

Mr. BAYARD asked for tjie reading of the reporl a-

companding the bill, and it was accordingly rea l.
Mr. It. said: I do not mean to object to this pro-

vision, or giatuity, us 1 view il. or to enter nUQ the
ijuestion ot the propriety of tins hill lor the relief of the
heir* of the distinguished officer who, according to the
report, certainly did sustain Iowm during the revolu¬
tionary war. Hut 1 do object to Hie allowance of inter¬
est in "this c tee from the year I7vj down to the. present
tune; and I therefor* move to nke out that portion oi
the bill which allows that interest. The service* of this
olhcer may have been V(,'y Kallant. I have no Joubl they
were, and i am willing to no as far as any one in tin-
way ol allowinggratuiiies for revolutionary services, an

remuneration for_ losses sustained in connexion with
thoce services. I'lli-s claim, a-i tnr a-" I have been able
to learn, is now prc.*"ired to the v>ntte for tlje first time,
after a lapse ol more than seventy ye.ir^, during *11 ol
wli'ch time interest is Hiked upon this claim. Now,
know of no principle njion Which Vt'i" can allow this in-
!i rest, as the government has been able, and no doubt
willing, to pay all of thi; original claim at any time iln
ring tne pact fifty years, if a had been presented I
therefore move to nkc out all of that j*>rtir»n of the
bill minting to tha allowance of interest from f7^?do vu
to |hi* time.

Mr. It (J I LBtl 1 am glad tint rny frirml from D.-Ui
ware, f Mr. Bayard ] whose name is associated with the
revolution itself, has conceded ;i principle Wfc ch will
save tne Irom some remarks which I would otherwise
have made, liut it is necessary perhnj* that I should
present this case in a very few Words, so that it may be
intelligible to the Senate, and appeal to the heart of the
nation.

_

If tbie case was not exempted by its peenTtanxjf from
the general clans of rl lims fr>r darnn^es arising in conse¬

quence of the war ol the revolution, I presume I could
not ask for the indemnity provided for in this bill. Bi".
alter the exei ution ol Andre, it is very weft known that
the Bnush were looking out for a victim for retaliation
The condition ol Major Wigg and other i^r^ons, men of
,rop»rty and position, tnen who ha I been educated in
England, and who occupied a highly re«i>onsible position
in the society of Charleston, was that of prisoners of war.
atier the capitulation of Charleston.prisoners ol war.

ncollect .and they were ujMin rnfole either in tne city or

upon their plantations Alter the execution of Hayne,


